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The application of isotopic labeling, NMR spectroscopy, MS, kinetics, and computation in the
analysis of structure and reactivity as well as in the elucidation of reaction mechanisms. Both
stoichiometric and catalytic processes are of interest with the general aim being the generation
of mechanistic insights that will be useful in the development of new or improved methodologies
for organic synthesis. Late-transition-metal catalysis is a prominent feature, with the general aim
being to understand and harness efficient control of selectivity, for example, regio-, enantio-,

diastereo-, or chemoselectivity

Hobbies: Salmon and trout fishing

The secret of being a successful scientist is ... common sense, curiosity, and

following one’s nose...

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is ... the occasional “eureka!” moment.

The biggest problem that scientists face is ... that the impact of scientific activity is nonlinear and

cannot be measured on the political timescale.

The three things I would take to a desert island would be ...

navigator.

a luxury yacht, a good chef, and a

I chose chemistry as a career because ... it is simple yet complex. I still find it surprising that one can
mix two simple components and generate something entirely new, or that the mechanisms of apparently

simple reactions can remain ambiguous.

If I wasn’t a scientist, I would be ... a restaurant critic.

The best advice I have ever been given is ... what goes around, comes around.

The worst advice I have ever been given was ...

(1993).

synthesis of a chiral DMAP would not be fruitful

If I could be a piece of lab equipment, I would be ... an NMR spectrometer.

It 1 could be described as an animal it would be ... very disconcerting.

My worst habit is ... excess.
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